Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 LONDON 00997 191920Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /058 W 

200523Z 101050/14 

R 191802Z IAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9657 
INFO AMCONSUL BELFAST 
AMCONSUL EDINBURGH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LONDON 00997 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT, PGOV, PDEV, UK 

SUBJECT: DEVOLUTION: ANOTHER TORY WRECKING 
EFFORT DEFEATED 

REF: LONDON 716 

1 . THE GOVERNMENT JANUARY 18 SUCCESSFULLY BEAT BACK A 
MAJOR CONSERVATIVE EFFORT TO WRECK THE SCOTLAND AND 
WALES BILL, DEFEATING AN AMENDMENT WHICH WOULD HAVE 
EXCLUDED WALES, BY A 24 VOTE MARGIN (287 TO 263). 

UNLIKE LAST WEEK'S EFFORT TO EXCLUDE SCOTLAND (REFTEL), 
THIS AMENDMENT WAS SPONSORED BY THE CONSERVATIVE FRONT- 
BENCH AND BACKED BY A THREE LINE MAXIMUM DISCIPLINE) 

WHIP. 

2. FOUR LABOR MPS (DAL YELL, CUNNINGHAM, MOONMAN AND 
PHIPPS) DEFIED A GOVERNMENT THREE LINE WHIP TO VOTE WITH 
THE CONSERVATIVES, WHILE SEVERAL OTHERS ABSTAINED. 
APPARENTLY NO TORY MPS VOTED AGAINST THEIR PARTY 
(FORMER PM HEATH FOLLOWED THE WHIP), BUT SEVERAL MAY 
HAVE ABSTAINED. AS A RESULT, THE LIBERAL AND NATION- 
ALIST PARTIES CARRIED THE GOVERNMENT TO VICTORY. 
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3. ON A RELATED PROCEDURAL ISSUE, THE COMMONS SITTING 
AS A COMMITTEE EARLIER VOTED TO END DEBATE ON THIS 
AMENDMENT BY 277 TO 26. 

4. COMMENT: THIS WAS A KEY VOTE, AS THIS AMENDMENT 
MAY HAVE REPRESENTED THE ANTI-DEVOLUTIONISTS’ BEST 
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CHANCE TO WRECK THE BILL. TO CARRY IT, THE TORIES 
NEEDED THE SUPPORT OF AT LEAST 17 ANTI-DEVOLUTION 
LABOR MPS FROM WALES AND ENGLAND, AND THEY GOT ONLY 
FOUR. OTHER LABOR ANTI-DEVOLUTIONISTS SUPPORTED THE 
GOVERNMENT OR ABSTAINED BECAUSE OF THE GOVERNMENT'S 
EARLIER COMMITMENT TO HOLD BINDING REFERENDA ON THE 
DEVOLUTION BILL IN SCOTLAND AND WALES. WHILE OTHER 
AMENDMENTS MAY BE APPROVED, IT IS UNLIKELY THAT ANY 
WITH THE WRECKING POTENTIAL OF THIS ONE STAND MUCH OF 
A CHANCE. THIS, OF COURSE, IS NOT TO SAY THAT THE 
FINAL VERSION OF THE BILL WILL BE APPROVED. THE VOTE 
TO END DEBATE ALSO PROVIDED SOME COMFORT FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT, SINCE IT DEMONSTRATED THAT COMMONS IS 
PREPARED TO PLACE SOME LIMITS ON DISCUSSION. WITH 
OVER 500 AMENDMENTS NOW TABLED, HOWEVER, IT STILL 
REMAINS DIFFICULT TO SEE HOW THE BILL CAN BE PASSED 
IN THIS PARLIAMENT WITHOUT A TIMETABLE MOTION. 
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